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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 04256 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: FRENCH RESTRICTIONS ON PHOSPHATE IMPORTS 

REF: STATE 024018 

1 . EMBASSY HAS MADE POINTS REFTEL TO CABINET OF TRADE 
MINISTER ROSSI, TO DIRECTOR FOR MULTILATERAL ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS IN TRADE MINISTRY AND TO MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY. 

GOF HAS NOT YET DECIDED TO INSTITUTE ESCAPE CLAUSE 
ACTION UNDER GATT ARTICLE XIX AND THERE IS A DISTINCT 
POSSIBILITY THAT IT MAY NOT. THE DIRECTOR FOR 
MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS IS INTERESTED IN OUR IDEA ABOUT 
TECHNICAL LEVEL CONSULTATIONS TO REVIEW WORLD PHOSPHATE 
SITUATION. WE EXPECT A FIRM FAVORABLE RESPONSE IN NEXT 
FEW DAYS. 
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